
 

 

 
 
 
 
Media Contact: 

Richelle Hoenes-Ahearn       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Director, Corporate Communications 

Florida Hospital, West Florida Division  
Cell (preferred): (941) 544-0961 | Desk: 813-803-4027 
Richelle.Hoenes@ahss.org  

 
Munroe Regional Medical Center is now part of Florida Hospital, the West 

Florida Division of Adventist Health System  

Munroe Regional Medical Center joins the Florida Hospital network of care, becoming 28th 

hospital in the state and 11th in the West Florida Division. 

  

(August 1, 2018) OCALA  - Adventist Health System, the parent company of Florida Hospital, 
today announced that it has finalized an agreement to officially acquire the 425-bed Munroe 
Regional Medical Center, Munroe Medical Group and its related outpatient locations, including 
the TimberRidge free-standing emergency department. It has also finalized the purchase of 
certain assets. Munroe Regional Medical Center will be renamed Florida Hospital Ocala and will 
join the West Florida Division as the second largest hospital in the division and the third largest 
in Adventist Health System. 
 
“Munroe Regional Medical Center is a pillar of its community with a legacy of delivering quality 
care and I am honored that it is now part of our organization,” said Terry Shaw, president/CEO 
for Adventist Health System. “We look forward to impacting and serving the community both 
inside and outside of the hospital walls with Christ-centered, whole-person care and delivering 
on our mission of Extending the Healing Ministry of Christ to help residents live healthier lives.” 
 
The Florida Hospital network now includes 28 hospitals, 11 of which are in the West Florida 
Division. These include Florida Hospital Carrollwood, Florida Hospital at Connerton Long Term 
Acute Care, Florida Hospital Dade City, Florida Hospital Heartland Medical Center Lake Placid, 
Florida Hospital Heartland Medical Center Sebring, Florida Hospital North Pinellas, Florida 
Hospital Ocala, Florida Hospital Tampa, Florida Hospital Wauchula, Florida Hospital Wesley 
Chapel and Florida Hospital Zephyrhills.  
 
“This is a time of growth and expansion for the West Florida Division, and an opportunity to 
bring our brand of inspired, compassionate care to the Ocala community,” said Mike Schultz, 
president/CEO of the West Florida Division of Adventist Health System. “We are committed to 
delivering the best health care in an easy, accessible and affordable way.” 
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The organization has named Joe Johnson as the hospital’s president/CEO effective immediately. 
Johnson has more than 30 years of experience in the health care industry, most recently serving 
as the president and CEO for Florida Hospital Carrollwood. He has held numerous hospital 
executive and leadership roles including president/CEO for Florida Hospital Fish Memorial, vice 
president and chief operating officer for Florida Hospital Tampa, vice president for Florida 
Hospital Heartland Medical Center and administrator of its campus in Lake Placid. 
 
“It is an honor to lead Munroe Regional Medical Center in this transition to become Florida 
Hospital Ocala and a member of Adventist Health System,” said Johnson. “I am excited to be 
part of this community and to work with the hospital leadership, physicians, clinicians and team 
members to help deliver exceptional whole-person care and impact the overall health of the 
Ocala community.”  
 
Munroe Regional Medical Center is an acute care hospital, earning recognition from U.S. News 
& World Report in 2017 as one of the Best Regional Hospitals, while also earning its High 
Performing Hospitals distinction. The hospital is accredited by The Joint Commission and is a 
certified Chest Pain Center with accreditations for atrial fibrillation and heart failure.  
 
About Adventist Health System 
With a sacred mission of extending the Healing Ministry of Christ, Adventist Health System 
(AHS) is a connected system of care for every stage of life and health. More than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate caregivers in physician practices, hospitals, outpatient clinics, skilled nursing 
facilities, home health agencies and hospice centers provide individualized, wholistic care. A 
Christian mission, shared vision, common values, focus on whole-person health and 
commitment to making communities healthier unify the system's nearly 50 hospital campuses 
and hundreds of care sites in diverse markets throughout almost a dozen states. For more 
information about Adventist Health System, visit www.adventisthealthsystem.com. 
 
 
About Florida Hospital, West Florida Division of Adventist Health System 
The West Florida Division of Adventist Health System is a 1,840 bed health care system 
comprised of 10 acute-care hospitals including Florida Hospital Carrollwood, Florida Hospital 
Dade City, Florida Hospital Heartland Medical Center Lake Placid, Florida Hospital Heartland 
Medical Center Sebring, Florida Hospital North Pinellas, Florida Hospital Ocala, Florida Hospital 
Tampa, Florida Hospital Wauchula, Florida Hospital Wesley Chapel and Florida Hospital 
Zephyrhills, as well as three freestanding offsite emergency rooms including Florida Hospital 
TimberRidge ER, Florida Hospital Central Pasco ER and Florida Hospital Palm Harbor ER. 
Additionally, it has one post-acute care facility, Florida Hospital at Connerton Long Term Acute 
Care, over 50 multi-specialty Florida Hospital Physician Group practices, 15 Florida Hospital 
Express Care at Walgreens clinics and six Florida Hospital Centra Care urgent care centers. 
 

About Munroe Regional Medical Center (Renamed Florida Hospital Ocala)  
Florida Hospital Ocala is a 425-bed acute care hospital with an additional free-standing 
emergency room location at TimberRidge serving Ocala, Marion County and the surrounding 
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area with 24/7 emergency care, cardiovascular, women’s services including labor and delivery, 
a Level II NICU, bariatric weight loss surgery and inpatient and outpatient therapy. Florida 
Hospital Ocala also features a certified Chest Pain Center with specific accreditations for atrial 
fibrillation and heart failure.  
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