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1. Was the fire intentionally started?   

The cause of the fire is undetermined. CSX is cooperating with State officials in investigating the cause of the 
fire. 
 

2. Should there be concerns about the quality of drinking water?  
There is not a wellhead in the immediate area. We have communicated with FGUA, and they have not 
reported any water quality issues. We have asked them to follow up with any sampling that has or may take 
place. 
 
Questions regarding the potential contamination of private well sites may depend on the location and those 
questions should be directed to FDEP, 850-245-8346 or the Florida Department of Health, 352-629-0137. 
 

3. Environmental impacts: FDEP representatives were on-site during the fire, and they continue to monitor the 
site. Impacts to the soil and surface water will be determined by FDEP. Mitigation strategies or requirements, 
as determined by the FDEP, will be communicated to the public as they become available. 

 
4. Air quality testing: Continuous air quality testing is being conducted. No air quality issues have been reported. 

 
5. Evacuations: No evacuations were necessary as determined by Marion County Emergency Management 

because the fire was 100% contained and air quality test results did not warrant evacuation. 
 

6. Immediate fire risk: The fire is 100% contained but continues to smolder. CSX hazmat team is monitoring on 
site, 24/7, prepared to mitigate should “hot spots” reignite the fire.  
 

7. Precautions: Although residual smoke from the fire may be bothersome to some in the vicinity of the fire, no 
hazardous air conditions have been identified through continuous air quality monitoring.  

 
8. When will the tracks be cleared of the remaining railroad ties?  

Approximately 16,500 rail ties have been transported out of the city via rail cars, and approximately 1,200 via 
flatbed tractor trailer. CSX is committed to ensuring the prompt removal of the remaining rail ties.  28 rail 
cars are expected to arrive by next week. 
 

9. The city is committed to informing the public of updates as they are made available. These updates will be 
communicated via the city’s website and Facebook Page. 

Inquiries should be directed to the City Clerk, Mandy Odom, at modom@dunnellon.org. Please understand 
that the city staff may not be able to answer specific questions until further information is made available 
from other agencies or parties involved. 
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