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Business Impact Estimate 

 
This form should be included in the agenda packet for the item under which the proposed 
ordinance is to be considered and must be posted on the City of Dunnellon’s website by the time 
notice of the proposed ordinance is published. 
 

ORDINANCE #ORD2026-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 
11, "SPECIAL EVENTS," ARTICLE I, "IN GENERAL," TO REVISE REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING SPECIAL EVENTS; AMENDING SECTION 11-1 TO CLARIFY THE 
PURPOSE; AMENDING SECTION 11-3 TO ADD AND REVISE DEFINITIONS; 
AMENDING SECTION 11-4 TO EXPAND SPECIAL EVENT CRITERIA INCLUDING 
DETAILED PARKING PLAN REQUIREMENTS; CREATING SECTION 11-4.5 TO 
ESTABLISH FACILITY USE AND UTILITIES REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING 
SECTION 11-6 TO ADD TRAFFIC CONTROL PLAN REQUIREMENTS AND 
DOCUMENTATION DEADLINES; AMENDING SECTION 11-7 TO SPECIFY 
REQUIRED APPROVALS; AMENDING SECTION 11-8 TO CLARIFY 
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICES; AMENDING SECTION 11-12 
TO UPDATE PERMIT REVOCATION AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 11-14 TO 
UPDATE AUTHORITY TO TERMINATE SPECIAL EVENTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 166.041(4), Florida 
Statutes. If one or more boxes are checked below, this means the City is of the view that 
a business impact estimate is not required by state law1 for the proposed ordinance, but 
the City is, nevertheless, providing this Business Impact Estimate as a courtesy and to 
avoid any procedural issues that could impact the enactment of the proposed ordinance. 
This Business Impact Estimate may be revised following its initial posting. 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or 
regulation; 

☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget 

amendments, including revenue sources necessary to fund the budget; 
 

1 See Section 166.041(4)(c), Florida Statutes. 
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☐  The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, 
including, but not limited to, any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other 
financial assistance accepted by the municipal government; 

☐  The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 
☐  The ordinance relates to procurement; or 
☐  The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Development orders and development permits, as those terms are defined in 
s. 163.3164, and development agreements, as authorized by the Florida Local 
Government Development Agreement Act under ss. 163.3220-163.3243; 

b. Comprehensive plan amendments and land development regulation 
amendments initiated by an application by a private party other than the 
municipality; 

c. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community 
development districts; 

d. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
e. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 
In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, the City hereby publishes the following 
information: 
 
1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the public purpose, such as 
serving the public health, safety, morals, and welfare): 
 

In the best interests of the public's health, safety, and welfare, this ordinance amends the 
City's special events regulations to establish comprehensive requirements that protect public 
health, safety, and welfare while minimizing municipal liability and financial exposure. The 
amendments clarify applicant responsibilities for event costs and impacts, establish detailed 
parking plan requirements, create facility use and utility standards for large events, specify traffic 
control plan requirements, and clarify the roles of the Marion County Sheriff's Office and other 
agencies in special event administration. These amendments are necessary to protect city property 
and resources, ensure adequate public safety services, and promote successful special events that 
benefit the community while reducing risks to the City and its residents. 

 
 

2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit 
businesses in the City, if any: 
 
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur; 
 

For private, for-profit businesses in the City that are not involved in organizing or hosting 
special events, no direct compliance costs are anticipated. For businesses or organizations that 
organize special events on city property, the ordinance clarifies and formalizes existing 
requirements rather than creating entirely new obligations. Anticipated compliance costs for 
special event organizers include: 

Preparation of parking plans and traffic control plans (if applicable), which may require 
engaging professional consultants. 
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Rental of portable generators, restroom facilities, and other equipment for large events 
(exceeding 30 attendees); 

Direct payment to the Marion County Sheriff's Office and fire department for required public 
safety services. 

Potential costs for private property parking authorizations and associated liability insurance 
requirements. 

Increased documentation and earlier submission deadlines (60 days for traffic control plans, 
30 days for various other items). 

Many of these requirements existed under the previous ordinance but are now more explicitly 
defined. The primary new costs relate to prohibiting use of city electrical infrastructure and 
restroom facilities for large events, requiring event organizers to provide their own resources. 

 
 
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses will be 
financially responsible; and 
 

The ordinance does not create new permit application fees or city charges. However, it 
clarifies that applicants must directly contract with and pay the Marion County Sheriff's Office, 
fire department, and other service providers for required public safety services. The ordinance 
also authorizes the City to assess cleanup fees and labor charges if event sites are not properly 
restored. Specific fee amounts will continue to be established by resolution in the City's fee 
schedule. 

 
 
(c) An estimate of the City’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any new charges 
or fees to cover such costs. 
 

The ordinance is expected to reduce the City's direct regulatory costs by shifting 
responsibility for public safety services, utilities, facilities, and site restoration to event 
applicants. The City will continue to incur administrative costs for permit review and 
coordination, which are recovered through existing application fees. By requiring applicants to 
provide their own generators, portable restrooms, and other resources, the City avoids wear and 
tear on city infrastructure and reduces maintenance and utility costs. The ordinance also 
authorizes cost recovery for any city expenses through invoicing, ensuring that special events do 
not create unfunded burdens on city resources. 

 
3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed 
ordinance: 
 

The ordinance directly impacts organizations and businesses that organize special events 
on city property. Based on recent experience, the City anticipates approximately 3-10 special 
events per year that would be subject to these requirements. The amendments may indirectly 
benefit local businesses that provide event-related services such as portable restroom rentals, 
generator rentals, traffic control services, security services, and parking management. Local 
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businesses and residents near event venues may benefit from improved parking management, 
traffic control, and noise mitigation requirements. Overall, the number of directly impacted 
businesses is minimal, as most special events in Dunnellon are organized by nonprofit 
organizations, community groups, or the City itself (which is exempt from the ordinance). 

 
4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any):  
 

This ordinance reflects input from the Marion County Sheriff's Office and the Marion County 
Fire Department (which provides fire services to Dunnellon) to address practical challenges 
encountered in administering special events under the current ordinance. Key policy objectives 
include: 

Protecting city property and infrastructure by prohibiting use of city electrical and restroom 
facilities for large events; 

Reducing city liability exposure by clarifying that applicants are fully responsible for event 
costs, impacts, and safety services; 

Ensuring adequate parking through detailed parking plan requirements that address both 
public and private property; 

Establishing clear authority for the Marion County Sheriff's Office to determine necessary 
law enforcement and crowd control services; 

Creating enforceable deadlines for submission of required documentation to allow proper 
planning and coordination; 

Clarifying that the City makes no determination regarding the adequacy of safety services 
and assumes no liability for staffing levels determined by other agencies. 
The ordinance maintains the existing 120-day advance application requirement and 
preserves the City Council's authority to hear appeals. City-sponsored events and events 
on private property remain exempt. The amendments are intended to promote successful 
special events that benefit the community while ensuring that event organizers bear 
appropriate responsibility for the costs and impacts of their activities. 


