





Honorable Walter Green
City of Dunnellon

20750 River Drive
Dunnellon, FL 34431

February 3, 2026

Mayor Green,

Thank you, your team, and the wider community for their work in the aftermath of the Feb. 1 fire. We
understand the importance of providing timely information about our ongoing work to help safely and
quickly restore the area as we strive to be good neighbors to the City of Dunnellon.

Since the incident, CSX personnel have been on location working alongside local first responders and
community officials. The fire was extinguished on Tuesday, Feb. 3, at approximately 10:20 a.m. ET, and
efforts have transitioned to cleanup and recovery of the impacted site, with CSX teams remaining to
support the overall efforts.

The railroad ties involved in Sunday’s incident are owned by Track Line Rail, which is handling and
relocating the material. The rail line where the ties were stored is leased and operated by Florida
Northern Railroad, a shortline railroad operating on CSX property. Track Line and Florida Northern had
already removed thousands of railroad ties prior to the incident. While CSX does not own the ties or
operate the rail line, we understand the concerns expressed by the community, and we are actively
working with all parties to help ensure the site recovery is handled safely, promptly, and responsibly.

To continue the removal process, rail cars are enroute and scheduled to be interchanged with Florida
Northern Railroad tomorrow in Newberry, Florida for delivery into Dunnellon. Track Line Rail will be
positioned to load and remove the remaining rail ties as safely and expeditiously as possible.

CSX is coordinating environmental response activities with the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (FDEP). Here is what we know:

e To date, air monitoring conducted by CSX’s air monitoring contractor GHD has shown no
detection, and results have been shared with the Marion County Emergency Management
Agency.

e (CSX's environmental contractor, Arcadis, is in coordination with FDEP and evaluating next steps.



e Once the ties are removed, we’ll continue to work with FDEP and continue coordination with
Florida Northern and Track Line Rail.

For questions related to environmental conditions, residents may call 1-888-479-6583. For questions
regarding claims or property damage, residents should contact Track Line Rail at 312-848-1812.

We hope this provides important information and we encourage you to share this letter with the
broader community. CSX is committed to being a responsible partner in the locations where we operate.
We will continue to communicate with your office as work progresses and appreciate the cooperation of
Marion County first responders and the Dunnellon community throughout this process.

Sincerely,

Craig Camuso

Regional Vice President Government Relations
CSX Transportation
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Creosote Treated Rail Ties Fact
Sheet

Toxicology Support Hotline: 1-888-479-6583
What Happened?

A fire has been reported near the town of Dunnellon, Florida, which reportedly involves a large quantity of cross
ties used by the railroad industry. To extend their life span rail ties are often treated with a mixture of chemicals
known as creosote. Creosote is typically made up of coal tar and three types of cresols including ortho-cresol
(o-cresol), meta-cresol (m-cresol), and para-cresol (p-cresol).

What is cresol?

Cresols are a naturally occurring and widely manufactured group of chemicals. Cresols are a component of
coal tar creosote, which is used as a wood preservative in railroad ties. Following production low levels of
creosols may be released into the air from railroad ties when exposed to weather conditions from outside
storage. The primary health effects associated with inhalation of cresols are irritation of the eyes, nose, and
throat."

Cresols are typically colorless and may have a medicinal odor. The odor threshold for cresols is reported to be
extremely low, as low as 90 parts per trillion, or 0.00009 parts per million.?2

What chemicals are released when rail ties are on fire?

A fire involving rail ties has the potential to generate noxious odors, particulate matter, and various chemicals
including o-, m-, and p-cresols, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, sulfur dioxide,
and other potential constituents. Inhalation of these chemicals at low levels may cause irritation to the eyes,
nose, and throat. Exposure to higher concentrations can lead to more severe effects including respiratory
distress, loss of consciousness, and pulmonary edema. Exposure to these chemicals by individuals with
asthma or other chronic respiratory issues may exacerbate those symptoms. Short term exposure to these
chemicals may result in irritation of the upper respiratory tract, and irritation of exposed skin.3

How is CSX monitoring the air quality?

CSX is continually monitoring the situation and is working with local and state authorities on a plan to safely
extinguish the fire. CSX has also deployed a contractor, GHD, from their TestNET program to conduct real-time
air monitoring around the perimeter of the fire. The TestNET program is a collection of contractors strategically
located across the CSX network who are trained in emergency response procedures and air monitoring
strategies. TestNET responders are equipped with a variety of tools to conduct real-time air monitoring
including five-gas meters, and various colorimetric detection tubes. Using the meters, and detection tubes the
TestNET responders can document real-time ambient air conditions, the results of which may be used by local
emergency officials to make decisions on-scene. Currently the TestNET contractor is monitoring for cresols as
total VOCs, hydrogen sulfide, flammability as a percentage of the lower explosive limit, carbon monoxide,
nitrogen dioxide, and sulfur dioxide. This monitoring is being conducted at incident perimeter, and within the
surrounding community of Dunnellon.

What if | have more questions?

If there are additional toxicology questions related to the incident, please call: 1-888-479-6583 to speak
with a toxicologist.

" Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). Cresols. Retrieved from
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/tsp/substances/ToxSubstance.aspx?toxid=196

2 AIHA Odor Thresholds for Chemicals 4™ edition, 2024.

3 New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services. Hazardous Substance Fact Sheet. Retrieved from
https://www.nj.gov/health/eoh/rtkweb/documents/fs/0537.pdf
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Technical Memorandum

February 02, 2026

Brooke Martin — CSXT
Latonya Edwards — CSXT

Prepared By Justin Sharkan — GHD Nicholas.Flolid@ghd.com
Reviewed By Nicholas Flolid — GHD Reference No. 12690179
Approved By Nicholas Flolid — GHD Distributed By Nicholas Flolid — GHD

To

651-233-3732

Memo 01 — Summary of Real-Time Air Monitoring Results
February 1, 2026, 13:30 to 23:59 Eastern Time
Dunnellon, Florida — February 1, 2026, Crosstie Fire

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide CSXT with a summary of the real-time air monitoring activities,
results, and observations from real-time air monitoring being performed at the location of a fire involving a
stockpile of crossties that occurred on February 1, 2026, near the town of Dunnellon, Florida. The location of
the fire is at the approximate coordinates 29.05734, -82.45365 (Site). The fire involved approximately 100,000
crossties.

This memorandum summarizes the real-time air monitoring data collected between 13:30 to 23:59 Eastern
Time (ET) on February 1, 2026 (monitoring period). GHD mobile industrial hygiene professionals and a CSXT
TestNET contractor, HULLs, manually recorded real-time air monitoring data using hand-held instruments near
the Site perimeter, and within the surrounding community.

Real-time air monitoring was used primarily as a screening tool to quickly indicate the presence of elevated
airborne concentrations of Site-specific constituents of interest (COIl) associated with burning cross-ties:

— O-Cresol and m-Cresol as total volatile organic compounds (VOCs) with direct read equipment

— Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) with colorimetric detection tubes

—  Sulfur dioxide (SOz2) with colorimetric detection tubes

Carbon monoxide (CO) with direct read equipment

Oxygen as a precautionary measure as oxygen rich or deficient environments may shift the LEL or upper
explosive limit (UEL) and cause erroneous readings for flammable gases.

—  Flammability as a percentage of the lower explosive limit (%LEL)

Real-time air monitoring activities and strategies were performed in accordance with the Site-Specific Air
Monitoring Email, which also described tactics and action levels for the COI, and was provided to CSXT on
February 1, 2026.

Evaluation of readings relative to established action levels were based on an approximate one-minute average
of concentrations measured by the air monitoring instruments. If readings of a COl were sustained at a
concentration at, or above, the action level for the appropriate time period (generally one minute), they were
considered an exceedance. Conversely, instantaneous readings that dispersed quickly and were not sustained
for over one minute represent transient concentrations and are not representative of ambient conditions over a
sustained duration.

—> The Power of Commitment
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GHD identified firefighting and Site reconnaissance activities to have the highest potential for exposure to the
COl during the monitoring period.

The remotely monitored and manually collected real-time air monitoring data and tactics are summarized
below.

Manually Collected Real-Time Air Monitoring Data

GHD mobile teams and HULLS manually collected real-time air monitoring data at the perimeter of the work
areas, and throughout the surrounding community. GHD mobile teams and HULLS used the following
equipment during the monitoring period:

— Honeywell MultiRAE instruments equipped with a photoionization detector with a 10.6 electron Volt
lamp for total VOCs, a catalytic bead sensor specific for measuring %LEL, and electrochemical sensors
specific for carbon monoxide, hydrogen sulfide, and oxygen.

— Gastec colorimetric detection tubes specific for nitrogen dioxide and sulfur dioxide.
The manually collected real-time air monitoring data was collected at breathing zone height (approximately 4.5
feet) using handheld instruments and logged into an electronic handheld data collection device. The purpose of

the manually logged data was to characterize exposures in real-time during the various operations throughout
the Site, as well as identify any potential fugitive emissions related to mitigation activities.

The manually collected real-time air monitoring data locations are shown on Figure 1. A summary of the
manually logged data for the monitoring period is provided below in Table 1.

Table 1 Manually Logged Real-Time Air Monitoring Data
Constituent of . 1 .
Interest Action Level Reading Type Result
c LG | Number of Readings 30
O_(affztal r\n/;)(l;z?o 22.5 ppm Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading 0.7 ppm
Number of Readings 30
Nitrogen Dioxide 0.2 Number of Readings Above Action Level
Maximum Reading <0.1
Number of Readings 30
Sulfur Dioxide 20.2 Number of Readings Above Action Level
Maximum Reading <0.1
Number of Readings 30
Hydrogen Sulfide 20.5 ppm Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1 ppm
Number of Readings 30
%LEL 21% LEL Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading 1%
Number of Readings 30
Carbon Monoxide 212.5 ppm Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1 ppm
Number of Readings 30
Oxygen <19.5% or 223% - -
Number of Readings Below or Above Action Level 0
Definitions: Notes:
COlI - Constituent of interest 1. The evaluation of airborne concentrations relative to the established action levels for the
LEL — Lower explosive limit associated COIl were based on the approximate one-minute average.
ppm — Parts per million
% — percent
= — greater than or equal
< —less than or equal
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Real-Time Air Monitoring Data Evaluation and Summary of Results
The roaming real-time air monitoring data for the monitoring period indicated the following:

— O-Cresol and m-Cresol as Total VOCs (Action Level 22.5 ppm)

¢ No readings for o-cresol or m-cresol as total VOCs were documented above the action level.
—  Sulfur dioxide (Action Level 20.2 ppm)

e No sulfur dioxide readings were documented above the action level.
— Nitrogen dioxide (Action Level 20.2 ppm)

¢ No nitrogen dioxide readings were documented above the action level.
—  Carbon monoxide (Action Level 212.5 ppm)

e No carbon monoxide readings were documented above the action level.
— Flammability as a percentage of the lower explosive limit (%LEL)

e No LEL readings were documented above the action level.
— Oxygen

¢ No oxygen readings were documented outside the normal range.

Quality Assurance and Quality Control

The information contained in this memorandum will be considered preliminary, as a final Quality Assurance /
Quality Control (QA/QC) of the data has not been completed. At the completion of the project, a report will be
prepared in which the data collected through real-time air monitoring will be compiled, summarized, and
reported to CSXT. Data contained in the final report will have been through the final QA/QC process, will be
reviewed by a GHD CIH, and will be considered final.

e
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Reviewed By Nicholas Flolid — GHD Reference No. 12690179
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To

651-233-3732

Memo 02 — Summary of Real-Time Air Monitoring Results
February 2, 2026, 00:00 to 23:59 Eastern Time
Dunnellon, Florida — Crosstie Fire

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide CSXT with a summary of the real-time air monitoring activities,
results, and observations from real-time air monitoring being performed at the location of a fire involving a
stockpile of crossties that occurred on February 1, 2026, near the town of Dunnellon, Florida. The location of
the fire is at the approximate coordinates 29.05734, -82.45365 (Site). The fire involved approximately 100,000
crossties.

This memorandum summarizes the real-time air monitoring data collected between 00:00 to 23:59 Eastern
Time (ET) on February 2, 2026 (monitoring period). GHD mobile industrial hygiene professionals and a CSXT
TestNET contractor, HULLs, manually recorded real-time air monitoring data using hand-held instruments near
the Site perimeter, and within the surrounding community.

Real-time air monitoring was used primarily as a screening tool to quickly indicate the presence of elevated
airborne concentrations of Site-specific constituents of interest (COIl) associated with burning cross-ties:

— O-Cresol and m-Cresol as total volatile organic compounds (VOCs) with direct read equipment

— Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) with colorimetric detection tubes

—  Sulfur dioxide (SOz2) with colorimetric detection tubes

Carbon monoxide (CO) with direct read equipment

Oxygen as a precautionary measure as oxygen rich or deficient environments may shift the LEL or upper
explosive limit (UEL) and cause erroneous readings for flammable gases.

—  Flammability as a percentage of the lower explosive limit (%LEL)

Real-time air monitoring activities and strategies were performed in accordance with the Site-Specific Air
Monitoring Email, which also described tactics and action levels for the COI, and was provided to CSXT on
February 1, 2026.

Evaluation of readings relative to established action levels were based on an approximate one-minute average
of concentrations measured by the air monitoring instruments. If readings of a COl were sustained at a
concentration at, or above, the action level for the appropriate time period (generally one minute), they were
considered an exceedance. Conversely, instantaneous readings that dispersed quickly and were not sustained
for over one minute represent transient concentrations and are not representative of ambient conditions over a
sustained duration.

—> The Power of Commitment
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GHD identified firefighting and Site reconnaissance activities to have the highest potential for exposure to the
COl during the monitoring period.

The remotely monitored and manually collected real-time air monitoring data and tactics are summarized
below.

Manually Collected Real-Time Air Monitoring Data

GHD mobile teams and HULLS manually collected real-time air monitoring data at the perimeter of the work
areas, and throughout the surrounding community. GHD mobile teams and HULLS used the following
equipment during the monitoring period:

— Honeywell MultiRAE instruments equipped with a photoionization detector with a 10.6 electron Volt
lamp for total VOCs, a catalytic bead sensor specific for measuring %LEL, and electrochemical sensors
specific for carbon monoxide, hydrogen sulfide, and oxygen.

— Gastec colorimetric detection tubes specific for nitrogen dioxide and sulfur dioxide.

The manually collected real-time air monitoring data was collected at breathing zone height (approximately 4.5
feet) using handheld instruments and logged into an electronic handheld data collection device. The purpose of
the manually logged data was to characterize exposures in real-time during the various operations throughout
the Site, as well as identify any potential fugitive emissions related to mitigation activities.

The manually collected real-time air monitoring data locations are shown on Figure 1. A summary of the
manually logged data for the monitoring period is provided below in Table 1.

Table 1 Manually Logged Real-Time Air Monitoring Data
Constituent of . 1 .
Interest Action Level Reading Type Result
c LG | Number of Readings 226
O_(affztal r\n/;)(l;z?o 22.5 ppm Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1 ppm
Number of Readings 226
Nitrogen Dioxide 0.2 Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1
Number of Readings 226
Sulfur Dioxide 20.2 Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1
Number of Readings 226
Hydrogen Sulfide 20.5 ppm Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1 ppm
Number of Readings 226
%LEL 21% LEL Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <1%
Number of Readings 226
Carbon Monoxide 212.5 ppm Number of Readings Above Action Level 0
Maximum Reading <0.1 ppm
Number of Readings 226
Oxygen <19.5% or 223% - -
Number of Readings Below or Above Action Level 0
Definitions: Notes:
COlI - Constituent of interest 1. The evaluation of airborne concentrations relative to the established action levels for the
LEL — Lower explosive limit associated COIl were based on the approximate one-minute average.
ppm — Parts per million
% — percent
= — greater than or equal
< —less than or equal

e
12690179-MEM-02 2



Real-Time Air Monitoring Data Evaluation and Summary of Results
The roaming real-time air monitoring data for the monitoring period indicated the following:

— o0-Cresol and m-Cresol as Total VOCs (Action Level 22.5 ppm)

¢ No readings for o-cresol or m-cresol as total VOCs were documented above the action level.
—  Sulfur dioxide (Action Level 20.2 ppm)

e No sulfur dioxide readings were documented above the action level.
— Nitrogen dioxide (Action Level 20.2 ppm)

¢ No nitrogen dioxide readings were documented above the action level.
—  Carbon monoxide (Action Level 212.5 ppm)

e No carbon monoxide readings were documented above the action level.
— Flammability as a percentage of the lower explosive limit (%LEL)

e No LEL readings were documented above the action level.
— Oxygen

¢ No oxygen readings were documented outside the normal range.

Quality Assurance and Quality Control

The information contained in this memorandum will be considered preliminary, as a final Quality Assurance /
Quality Control (QA/QC) of the data has not been completed. At the completion of the project, a report will be
prepared in which the data collected through real-time air monitoring will be compiled, summarized, and
reported to CSXT. Data contained in the final report will have been through the final QA/QC process, will be
reviewed by a GHD CIH, and will be considered final.

e
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Real-Time Air Monitoring Data Evaluation and Summary of Results
The roaming real-time air monitoring data for the monitoring period indicated the following:

— O-Cresol and m-Cresol as Total VOCs (Action Level 22.5 ppm)

¢ No readings for o-cresol or m-cresol as total VOCs were documented above the action level.
—  Sulfur dioxide (Action Level 20.2 ppm)

¢ No sulfur dioxide readings were documented above the action level.
— Nitrogen dioxide (Action Level 20.2 ppm)

¢ No nitrogen dioxide readings were documented above the action level.
—  Carbon monoxide (Action Level 212.5 ppm)

e No carbon monoxide readings were documented above the action level.
— Flammability as a percentage of the lower explosive limit (%LEL)

e No LEL readings were documented above the action level.
— Oxygen

¢ No oxygen readings were documented outside the normal range.

Quality Assurance and Quality Control

The information contained in this memorandum will be considered preliminary, as a final Quality Assurance /
Quality Control (QA/QC) of the data has not been completed. At the completion of the project, a report will be
prepared in which the data collected through real-time air monitoring will be compiled, summarized, and
reported to CSXT. Data contained in the final report will have been through the final QA/QC process, will be
reviewed by a GHD CIH, and will be considered final.
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