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VARIANCE APPLICATION 
 

Reviewing the following city code references is recommended prior to filling out the application for a 
variance as application fees are non-refundable. 
 
Sec. 94-37(12) Variances. 

a. The commission may recommend to the city council approval of a request for a variance from the terms of 
the relevant ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest when, owing to special conditions, a 
literal enforcement of the provisions of the ordinance would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. 
Hardship means an unreasonable burden that is unique to a parcel of property, such as peculiar physical 
characteristics. Economic problems may be considered but may not be the sole basis for finding the existence 
of a hardship. 

 
b. In order to recommend a variance from the terms of the relevant ordinance, the commission must find that: 

1. Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure, or building involved 
and which are not applicable to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same zoning district. 

2. The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant. 
3. Granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is denied by 

ordinance to other lands, buildings, or structures in the same zoning district. 
4. Literal interpretation of the provisions of the ordinance would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 

enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district under the terms of the ordinance and would work 
unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant. 

5. The variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land, 
building, or structure. 

6. The grant of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and purpose of the ordinance and 
such variance will not be injurious to the area involved or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. 

 
c. In recommending the variance, the commission may offer: 

1. Appropriate conditions and safeguards in conformity with this division and any ordinance enacted. 
Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which the variance is 
granted by the city council, shall be deemed a violation of law. 

2. Similarly, if a variance is granted by the city council, a reasonable time limit within which the action for 
which the variance is required shall be deemed not in violation of law. 
 

d. Under no circumstances, except as permitted in this section, shall the commission recommend granting a 
variance to permit a use not generally or by special exception permitted in the zoning district involved or 
any use expressly or by implication prohibited by the terms or the ordinance in the zoning district. No 
nonconforming use of neighboring lands, structures or buildings in the same zoning districts shall be 
considered grounds for the authorization of a variance. 

 
Section 17.6 - Fee for zoning change, variance or comprehensive plan amendment. 
(a) Upon application for a variance, special exception or zoning change, the applicant shall pay a fee in 

accordance with any fee schedules adopted by the city. These fees shall be used for the defraying of cost 
of publication and administration. 
 

(b) Upon application of an amendment to the comprehensive plan of the city, the applicant shall pay a fee in 
accordance with any fee schedule adopted by the city plus any publication costs of the city. 
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Application #:   
FOR CITY USE ONLY Parcel Number of Subject Property 

 
THE UNDERSIGNED REQUESTS A VARIANCE AS REFERENCED IN CHAPTER 94, ARTICLE II 
OF THE CITY OF DUNNELLON LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF: 

Legal Description (Please attach a copy of deed). Total Acreage of subject property:  +/- acres 

Directions to subject property: 

 
 

 
Please Note: Property owner must sign this application. Otherwise, he/she must attach to this 
application written authorization naming an agent to act in his/her behalf. 

  
Printed Name of Property Owner Printed Name of Applicant or Agent
 

 
   Signature of Property Owner Street Address 
 

 
Street Address Phone Number Email Address 
  

 
Phone Number                      Email Address   

 
THE FILING FEE IS $750 NON-REFUNDABLE. WE RECOMMEND THE OWNER, APPLICANT OR AGENT BE 
PRESENT AT THE HEARING. IF NO REPRESENTATIVE IS PRESENT AND THE BOARDS REQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, THEY MAY DECIDE TO POSTPONE OR DENY THE REQUEST. NOTICE OF SAID 
HEARING WILL BE MAILED TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. ALL INFORMATION GIVEN MUST BE CORRECT AND 
LEGIBLE TO BE PROCESSED. PLEASE NOTE THAT A WRITTEN PETITION MUST BE PROVIDED WITH THIS 
APPLICATION. THE APPLICANT MUST ALSO SUBMIT AN ILLUSTRATION, DRAWING, CONCEPT PLAN, SITE 
PLAN, OR SURVEY INDICATING WHERE THE VARIANCE(S) BEING REQUESTED ARE LOCATED ON THE SITE 
WITH EXACT DIMENSIONS OF THE VARIANCE(S) BEING REQUESTED. 

 
 

 
Section of Code requesting variance from: 
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WRITTEN PETITION FOR VARIANCE 
WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE SPACE PROVIDED AFTER EACH STATEMENT. 
PLEASE COMPLETE ALL REPLIES USING A SENTENCE FORM.  

 
A. Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure, or building involved and 

which are not applicable to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same zoning district. 
 

Applicant’s justification: 

 
B. The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant. 

Applicant’s justification: 

 
C. Granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is denied by 

ordinance to other lands, buildings, or structures in the same zoning district. 
 

Applicant’s justification: 
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D. Literal interpretation of the provisions of the ordinance would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district under the terms of the ordinance and would work 
unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant. 

 
Applicant’s justification: 

 

 
E. The variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land, building, 

or structure. 
 

Applicant’s justification: 
 

 
F. The grant of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and purpose of the ordinance and such 

variance will not be injurious to the area involved or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. 
 

Applicant’s justification: 
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